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Editorial:  

Roma Communities and COVID-19 

Deniz Eroğlu Utku1 

On behalf of the editorial team of the Journal of Gypsy Studies, I am pleased to introduce 

the third volume. As advertised on the website, Journal of Gypsy Studies invites 

submissions in all disciplines, including (but not limited to) history, sociology, 

anthropology, political science, economics, law, musicology, cinema, literature, 

psychology, and linguistics. Contributions on under-researched regions where sizeable 

Gypsy populations live are particularly welcome, especially the Middle East, Africa, 

and Asia. 

This issue of the Journal of Gypsy Studies coincided with the turmoil caused by global 

Covid-19 pandemic. The World Health Organisation has reported millions confirmed 

cases and deaths all around the world over the last two years (WHO, 2020).  This is 

the tip of the iceberg; the pandemic has also had increasing economic and social 

consequences for many. Vulnerable groups have been drastically affected by the 

Covid-19 as IFRC, OCHA and WHO warned that “marginalized people become even 

more vulnerable in emergencies” (IFRC OCHE and WHO, 2020). In these reports, 

women, the elderly, adolescents, youth, and children, persons with disabilities, 

indigenous populations, refugees, migrants, and minorities are underlined as groups 

having the highest degree of socio-economic marginalisation. The same report also 

suggests which populations are most at risk. Accordingly, those that “depend heavily 

on the informal economy; occupy areas prone to shocks; have inadequate access to 

social services or political influence; have limited capacities and opportunities to cope 

and adapt; and, limited or no access to technologies” are somewhat vulnerable (IFRC 

OCHE and WHO, 2020).  
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It is quite important to add Roma communities to most at risk groups as significant 

studies show that many of them work in the informal sector (Belev, 2003; Korunovska 

& Jovanovic, 2020; Lane et al., 2014; O'Higgins and Ivanov, 2006), many of them live 

in overcrowded neighbourhoods and houses (Korunovska and Jovanovic, 2020; 

Müller et al., 2020), they have difficulties accessing health care services and health 

insurance (Korunovska and Jovanovic, 2020; Kühlbrandt et al., 2014; Parekh and 

Rose, 2011) and they have limited access to sanitation and technologies (Anthonj et 

al., 2020; Davis and Ryan, 2016; Korunovska and Jovanovic, 2020; Müller et al., 2020) 

which are rather important during times like quarantine. This being the case, Roma 

communities are not those lucky ones who can follow all the rules to prevent the virus 

from spreading. Müller et al. states that “for hundreds of thousands of Roma people 

in Central and Southeast Europe, it is all impossible” (Müller et al., 2020).  

Moreover, Roma groups face scapegoating and accusations of spreading the virus. 

Bulgaria, for instance, applied coronavirus lockdown in Roma neighbourhoods while 

this kind of measure was not taken for other districts (Krasimirov and Tsolov, 2020). 

The Slovak government is another one that sealed off entire communities to avoid 

the spread of disease (Holt, 2020). Even discriminatory health treatment in this 

country is reported (Korunovska and Jovanovic, 2020). Therefore, Pfohman and 

Hackl seems quite right in their claim that the “Roma and Traveller community has 

been enormously affected by the economic and social fall-out provoked by Covid-19” 

(Pfohman and Hackl, 2020). The deliberate marginalization and stigmatization of 

Roma communities in some countries were criticized by both international 

organizations and the Council of Europe, who asked for fair treatment for these 

groups (Amnesty International, 2020; Council of Europe, 2020).  

Living with the coronavirus pandemic shows once again that Roma groups are one of 

the primary scapegoats for society’s problems although they are more likely to suffer 

from these problems. At this point, shedding light on the lives and vulnerabilities of 

the Roma community is rather important to break stereotypes and prejudice as well 

as to get the attention of authorities to find solutions to existing problems.  

In this issue, we present a study on invisible Roma mobility and a review of Alexandra 

Parrs book on Gypsies in contemporary Egypt.  
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